144            THE ARIAN CONTROVERSY.
personalities and quibbles, but took its proper place as a battle for the central message of the gospel, which is its chief distinction from philosophy and heathenism.
Instantly Alexandria was given up to the Arians, and Lucius repeated the outrages of Gregory and George. The friends of Atlianasius were tSSarcS-0 exiled, and his successor Peter fled to Eome. nans (375). Meanwllile tiie SC11001 of Marcelltis died away. In 375 his surviving followers addressed a new memorial to the Egyptian exiles at Sepphoris, in which they plainly confessed the eternal Sonsliip so long evaded by their master. Basil took no small offence when the exiles accepted the memorial. 'They were not the only zealous defenders of the Nicene faith in the East, and should not have acted without the consent of the Westerns and of their own bishop, Peter. In their haste to heal one schism they might cause another if they did not make it clear that the heretics had come over to them, and not they to the heretics/ This, however, was mere grumbling. Now that the Marcellians had given up the point in dispute, there was no great difficulty about their formal reconciliation. The West held out for Marcellus after his own disciples had forsaken him, so that he was not condemned at Rome till 380, nor by name till 38i.
Meanwhile the churches of Asia seemed in a state of universal dissolution. Disorder under Oonstantius confusion of: ^d become confusion worse confounded
(x.) Churches.   ^^   yalens<        rp^    ^^    bis]lops    wero
so many centres of disaffection, and personal quarrels